<s wee a 


Pen 


é Sod tea wets ed 


Fe Baers e oes ee ex hae! 2 ~- 


TO net ne Ree neem oo Pe RA eine BNR TP Ee Tete CEA NL apeiron o 


. . * 


oe 
1 
‘ 
' 


7 ROUTING SLIP 


ke. “Gaeta oo 


Memo To: DIREC 
: a BCTOR, PPT ie: JOHN VON NEUMANN 


on fee ASAC _SF-10806-NY ° 
cana Supervisor AEAE 
Agent 
Steno 
____ Clerk 


Chief Clerk 


ACTION DESIRED 


a To Ae ee a Ae natn etaneen ee pemuatea creat 


Assign to Open Case 


Acknowledge _ ____ Prepare Tickler 
Bring File Reassign to 

Call Me Recharge serials 

see Me Search and Return 
Correct send serials 
Delinquent to 

Expedite submit new charge-out 
File Submit report by 


Leads need attention Type 
Read, Initial and Return Serials | 
Return , 


Undeveloped leads in your district awaiting attention. 


Re Bureau routing slip 1/11/5h.. 


Please ad e identity of Confidential 
Informan as reflected on correcte 
page Sa o eport of SA 

9/23/53, Newark. 


4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85) 


XXXXXX 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


| Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 
LJ 


Deleted under exemption(s) _ with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


go LJ 


Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


—________— Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


UJ 


For your information: 


\. The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


lb- 


XXXXXXXXXKXXKXKKKKX 

x DELETED PAGE(S) % 

¥ NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥ 

XXXXXKX X FORTHISPAGE xX 

XXKXKK XXXXKXK XX KKK 
XXXXXX 


FBI/DOJ 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT U2’ JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


: | ae 7/23/33 WASHINGTON 25, D. c. 
Bie , 


DLSi29) (299-32277) mot 
REt Juiy Vik RoGehEN = SF= 10856 = BF. 


ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - EMPLOYEE 


REINVESTIGATION on. | a - i Foo. : 


ee = ese oe Me a-0% . Se 2 é . < Fe : - . 
wt _ Tee Pe res Se) a ee oa ene “€ he ae _ Be rae _ 


ga ees 2 3 wee the 


, : : : v8 1 5 
" ‘ ®t a ~~ : : Toe ae . oe Es ~ te al : ae 
a he, % ae, we wo ote L186 wa ips : paae . “ * a Po” San Maia e as “ ‘g 2 . ' - 
ar : ; bers yes a é oS. EDs ye tbat ute eee Ss wae Say gt . d be gy ee sth yee, ws, oa , ae Mee lo a. : . Q 
ba z * a . ae ee we .. te Ze ag 7% * =e : wut Soe > ‘ : ~ . os . om : = — “>; Bey 2, mie 
3 i . Sai ed 7 sO etezts oe sere . e oe SS casafiage™: 9 Se: woe ew tee Lee ees wan at me Sere LS Sagi Pa 5 5% me ay 
> . : oe . : Oe : meres Cathe ean 7 : fi eee - a : fe < ne 
- . * F lo we 5 ; . Bias ate vie g 
- s 7 ay ae * Ft 3 =, ‘ Pete Wee 2 
: * ‘ . Bee as See ee : : 
eay €- a athe 1 oF 
oo : iets :. 
eo : 


is coe are Meets to earcder. aa, eieiitn avaeceet. ee 
amr ae concerning the character, associates, and loyalty of the as 
above-named individual in accor cence oe spnoN Pree. of the Atomic. 
Bhergy Act of 1946. : 7 
- Reports and correspondence ig this case should reflect the 
character as AEAE. - " <2 
| At the request of the Atomic ents Coat seton: the Bureau has 
consented to make inquiries on certain of its employees for the purpose 
of bringing the original applicant investigation up-to-date. These — 
employees occupy very sensitive positions; therefore, all epaulesee must 
be thorough and all inclusive. : 
| The employee's entire adult life must be eeounted for. If 
this was not done during the original investigation it will be necessary 
to account for the adult life during instant investigation. 

The scope of the current investigation must include interviews 
with present neighbors, associates, acquaintances, and whenever desirable 
confidential informants should be contacted. Credit and criminal checks 
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immediate relatives at their known pleéce of residence. 
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| SAC, EL PASO (216-204) = 
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“ATRTET, 7 ; UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 7 fe Eo 

BALTIMORE, MD. a a. : 

SEPT. 17; 1953 eto ea oe 
Transmit the following Teletype message to: ; | oe ee 


DIRECTOR, FBI aa CC: NEWARK (236,129)(200-30979 
a | WFO (11 : 
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JOHN VON NEUMANN = SF ~ 10806 NY, AEA. ‘REBULET 7/20/46 silrcovme's 
NAME WAS INCORRECTLY SPELLED JOHN VON NEWMANN ON REBULET. UACB 


esl Seatac 


BALTI? -ORE WILL TITLE ITS REPORT JOHN Von ANOS. 10806 NY. 
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Approved: Sent 


Special Agent in Charge 
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| Baltimore, Maryland 9/17/53 133° eo se/e3 ” 
; | TITLE 


| JOHN VON NEUMANN, SF 10806 NY 


EA US aa 
~ Classified by QUAGTI A. : a a. 
~” Declassify:on: ‘onDR hot e 


ae dea to Newark dated valy 20, 1953. ew 


Report of Special Agent Baltimore, =. 
Maryland, dated April Ae) ee ae 
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ae Uy ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, “MARYLAND 
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| | | I Civilian Pers sonnel. _ 
Divisisa: made ava e the Civil Service 20] file for the — 


appointee, which indicated that he was granted an excepted 
appointment on August 18, 19,2, as a Consultant, for the ci wae | 
Department at Large, Aberdeen Proving Ground, under Section 8, of 
Military Appropriations Act of 193, for services when required 
during fiscal year of 193. His appointment has been extended | 
every year, and his present appointment expires June 30, ne 

No derogatory information appeared in the file. - ip 
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character, with reputable associates, and unquestionably loyal to the =. 
United States. 
basis only, and as 6 result of his appointment to the Scientific Advisory 
Committee, and as a consultant to the Laboratories. known - — 
the employee through the above contacts, and also was associa rith him 
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Form No.1 | bier : : . . 
THIS CASE eeuiniee AT BUREAU ALL be 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


mare 18/3,439/9,10,11, 
SAN FRANCISCO ~ : ae =i / 1h 63 / a 


TIME - CHARACTER OF CASE _ 


SO ieltee FS 
Be aE aad i 
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: 3 <: het .. @: REQ. REO'D | 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: e: 5S cae ) pet - REP'T. FOR 
REFERENCE: Bulet to Newark dated 1/20/53. ae ane 


520-5 
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DETATIS: | The following savestigstion was “conducted Ay S 


AT BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA aX tee Gem ear as oe 
'b7D, bre 


— a ee en oS eases: epee ogg Re 


AT LIV aoe CA LYFORNTA 


: : : as ees eee * 
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stated that he is ‘acquainted. 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT . 


sk ureau (116-192) )(4) 
-San Francisco id 


CE 7 
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b1¢ 7 
i 
e stated that the emp impressed him considerably 


concerning his loyalty to the United States. He said that to the best of his 
_knowledge, the employee and his wife are of good character, associates and 


‘loyal citizens. 


advised that , 
he has known JOHN VON NEWMANN since e said that VON NEWMANN was born = | 
in Budapest, Hungary, and that he knew him in Germany, England and the Unit t 
tates, and that he worked with him at Los Alamos, New Mexico in 19h 
related that VON NEYMANN is a genius of a scientist and that he has made +: 
some great contributions to science. He said that VON NEWMANN is acutely aware 
of the great danger of the Russian plans for world domination, — 
proclaimed that VON NEYMANN is definitely "Anti-Russian." 


aes... on to relate that he considered VON NEWMANN to be 
a person of good character, and that his associates were of good choice. He 
added that in lieuw of the fact that VON NEWMANN is such a brilliant person 
and scientist that his work brings him in contact with a wide variety of 


‘e 


e. individuals and that undoubtedly he has had contact with some individuals 
2s who are sympathetic to Commmnist causes, but he felt that he was not closely 
x associated with any such individuals. He reiterated that he believed that 


VON NEWMANN was positively loyal to the United States in all respects and that 
he is a person who can keep a secret and be discreet in his conversations 


relative to security matters, 


: GE. 22:50021 that he has been acquainted with VON NEWMANN's 
wife, KLARA, since approximately 1945, and although he is not well acquainted 
with her, she has never given him any reason to cause doubt concerning her 


, character, loyalty, and associates. 


GREDIT AND CRIMINAL 


ain any record or 


Reliable confidential informants familiar with certain phases of 
Un-American activities in the San Francisco Bay Area have advised that VON 
NEWMANN is unknown to them and that they have no information concerning hin. 
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‘DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


EMPLOYMENTS : 


—_ ee 2 ollowing Lied tei ia 4 was oonauctea: by SA. 
| — at the went ¢ Energy Commission: nn | 


Washington Area Security Opere 
ates AEC, advised that the employee's security file is 
L located at the AEC, New York City. 
71¢ 


bP A 201 
Operations, U. » made aveilable the employee's official. 


personnel file which reflected thet he received a presidential 
appointment as a member of the General Advisory Cornmittee to 

| the AEC on February 27, 1952. This appointment will expire 
in August, 1954. The file contained no additional or pertinent 
it Sak information. 7 : a 
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General Advisory Committee, Washington, D. C. He stated 
that on the basis of acquéintanceship with the employee, 
bac he considers him to be of good character and reputation. : 


wD 


dded thet he has no reason to question the em-"~ 
oyalty or choice of associates. He further advised. Hee oe, 
that he knows of no other persons, on the General Advisory: . ee 
Committee, who are pocntes ape Mirren ati De = that os 

know the OME Tere es oe 7 
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at the Neval Ordnance Laboratory, White 


aoe Mechona ties, | 
Division, advised that the employee was an eminent Mathe- © 
ages matician available for consultation, but who &s & matter of. 
— practice, was seldom called. He. stated that the only time ? 
an nn he recalled the employee being at the Naval Ordnance Laboratory | 
was two or three years ago, at which time he gave a lecture. _ 
He added that to the best of his knowledge, no one at. the ie aie eC 
| cae gsr ect personally. Acquainted with. the employee. .: 


me Fa aoe OD fas roi Se CE 
~~ aye ep ED 4 
+ =. 


‘The following persons ‘advised thet they were oe 7 
personally acquainted with the employee, and that they imew.. 
him by reputation only. They stated that they were aware: 
of nothing derogatory concerning his reputation, associates | 
or aayreme <td AP, Bit My SS, BER Xe 


ase ewe: ot Be SY ial = 


Nein 25- 


Applied Mathematics Division. 


hysics Research Department. 

” Chief, Aeroballistics 
Peseench Deper ment. 

bicf: he f° ing tnvestteetion ‘was conducted by sa 


Oe oe a | Civilian pee ‘Office pe aes 
‘ no! of Defense produced the employee's personnel file which reflected: 


February. 28, 199, Excepted ap ointment, thirty - | 
days not to exceed June 30, Epo! Expert, Research 
and Development Board, (hereafter referred to as Es 
R & DB) Committee on Atomic oe ee: refer-_ 
red to as (CAE). | 


uly 1, 1919, Brecieed iriaadecrai thirty aeye | 
NTE June 30, 1950, Expert, R & DB, CAE. = 


| ‘July 1, 1950, “Excepted appothtment, thirty daye © 
NTE June 30, 1951; Expert, R & DB, CAE.” - 


January 17, 1951, Excepted appointment, nai’ | 
days, NTE June 30, 1951, Consultant, Joint Chiefs 
of Steff, Weapons Systems Evaluation Group. 7 


July 1, 1951, Excepted appointment thirty days 
NTE June 30, 1952, Consultant, JCS, WSEG. | 


July 1, 1951, Excepted appointment thirty aye 
NTE June 30, 1952, Expert, R & DB, CAE. 


July 1, 1952, Excepted appointment (intermittent) 
NTE June 30, 1953, Expert, R & DB, CAE. 


July 1, 1952, Excepted appointment. (Intermittent) 
NTE June 30, 1953; Consultent, JCS, WSEG. | 


July. 1; 1953, Excepted appointment (interattrent) | 
NTE June 30, 195, Expert, office » eeretery, OF 5, 
Defense, Project No. 1500." 


July 1, 1953, Excepted An Tinkeontttent’ -_— 
NTE June 30, 195h, Consultant, office tsa’ of — 
Perenees: —— No. uaa eee i 
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The file contained no additional pertinent or , 


eer AlL derogatory information. . . 


° Pas * . 
oi °F: 


ae ee CR ©: i1120 Personnel, AFSWP pro= | 
duced employee's personne file which reflected: aoe 


February 13, 1950, Excepted appointment NTE June 30, 
Pe IO RI eo ee ee ee 


July 1, 1950, Extension excepted appointment NTE a: 
June 30, 1951, (90 days) same capacity... } 
July 1, 1951, Extension NTE June 30, 1952, (90 days), 
same capacity. | . eee, 7. ae | 
July 1, 1952; Extension NTE June 30, 1953 (90 days), 
Beme COpeCEUy es ee ek Tt ee a oe 8 
July 1, 1953, Extension NTE June 30, 195k (90 days), 
same | 


capacity 


The file reflected no additional 


pertinent or deroga- 
tory information. 


sec- 
retary on Research and Development, Office Secretary of Defense, 
(formerly the Research and Development Board), advised that 
he knows the employee as a Consultant with the CAE, but he 
feels he is not sufficiently acquainted with him to comment . 
on his reputation, character, associates or loyalty. -= —©-.:: 


| He stated that 
committee, has never to his knowledge met the employee and he 
could suggest no oné with Research and Development who would — 


know the employee other than by reputation. 


Project, advised that the employee } 
at the Armed Forces Special Weapons Project. He stated that he 
hes had approximately four contacts with the employee in an 
official capacity and although he could not specifically comment 
regarding his reputation, character, loyalty or associates, | 
nothing had ever come to his attention of a derogatory nature — 
concerning him. 


Armed Forces, Special Weapons ~~ 
periodically headed a panei?’ 


ie 
hen 


WFO 116-875 : oo 


bic ) 
CE We2 pons Systems Evaluations 
vID croup, Joint Chiefs of Staff, advised that he knew the em- 
ployee by reputation and to a very slight extent socially. 
He added that he did not feel qualified to give an opinion —- 
concerning the employee's reputation, character, associates | . & 
or loyalty, on the basis of his knowledge of him. He come -..° 2°29". 2 
mented, however, that nothing whatever of a derogatory nature,--_. 
: concerning the employee, had ever come to his attention. -~- | 


“CREDIT AND GRIMINAL 


- Phe following agencies contain no record of the. 
employee or his wife: oe ee ee a ee aes 


MISCELLANEOUS: °.- 


The records of the Investigations Division, Civil 
Service Commission, reflect that a record check and inquiry 
of the employee for the position of Professor of Mathematics, 
, Department of Army, was processed under Executive Order No. 
“ 9835, on October 31, 1949. Wo question of loyalty or his He 
suitability was disclosed and the investigations reflect no -- 
; additional pertinent or derogatory information. | Vee. 


| | , | SE EE «6 rninca that there was” 2 ; a 
bic no record for the employee or his wife at the House Committee ee 


on Un-American Activities. 


SE 


a - er? oes ee) 
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SE as advised that there was 
bac no record for the employee at the Passport Office, Department. 


of State. 
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_ A number of the reliable confidential “antoeeants who are ac- 
uainted with certain phases of Communist activities in the ner aaa area advised 
hat they did not know the employee or his family. 


2 recone of STD « tock 
contained no information concerning the employee or his fan- 


ere a check to ‘be ‘ante. of the ‘records 
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TO ; Director, FBI (116-1924) 

FROM : ‘sh Gon York celiac bs 6 
or 

SUBJECT: ae NEUMANN - ‘SF ~ et 

The 


A LL the Board of Elections » Borough of Scien NY, checked 
by SE show that in 1948 and 1952, MARGARET VON NEUMANN of 169 
bKR Hicks St., Brooklyn, NY, registered to vote for one of the two major political | 
parties. These records show that 1948 she voted for the first time. Accord :. 
ing to the records, MARGARET/VONNEUMANN was 65 years old, a widow, born in» -) Lo fe. 
Hungary and naturalized 7/2/6 in ‘Federal Court in Pennsylvania, no city given. ee pa 
No 9 record © was oe Seog iees the —. or > other m members. aoe pe phemenM . 
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SED > ba a quan Gen a eeere a antes 


Rerep of SA dated 9/23/53 at Newark and bulets to 
Newark dated 7/20/53 and 8/3/53. | | 


Newark File 39-0, Newark letter © 
Naturalization Matte 


Rebulet of 8 


A review of Newark files reflects that 
material for this information was destroyed on 1/5/46. 
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JOHN VON NEUMANN - SF - 10806- NY .. 


REFERENCEs | ; Bureau letter to Newark, 9/20 530 a 


. = cf Bureau letter Newark, Ke 8/3 536 4 
- acency/ <** Ost od a 
DETAILS: REQ. REC'D/=2@ . 
TOT — C 

EMPLOYMENT be rN 


Institute for Advanced Stu .. 


Princeton, New eStacy J OLB E/E. : g SIC 


a0qedag tne VON N RU MAN WN 
Princeton, NeJe .. 


resides a Westcott Road, 


7 advised he has know VON 
| nd hag been intimately associated 
with him since characterized VON NEUMANN as being one 
of the most brilliant mathematicians in the world todaye He said VON. — 
NEUMANN has done considerable research in mathematics and physics at the 
Institute and that he has made wach vital contributions toward. the defense 


efforts of this country. aid VON NEUMANN's interests are those 
primarily of a scientist e had never pyscences _ ee Bee es 
any ihe interes in eee matters. te eT ae gs ee 
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escribed VON NEUMANN as conscientious, 
rofessionally, and of unquestion=- 

aid he knew of no one he could | 34 
on involving the security of this country. 


trustworthy, above reproach mora 
able loyalty to this country. 
recommend more highly for a posit 


ised he has been acquainted with Dre VON NEUMANN for: ~ =. 
nd that his opinions of him are very favorable. , 
N impressed him as being extremely capable, conscientious, ~ 
of good mo s and associations, and undoubtedly a loyal American 
citizen. aid on the basis of his association with VON NEUMANN he eee 
would pee nese vane wo recommend ‘hin ats a Veet: hes Srust and confidences po 


the past 
said VON 


Phe fie 


ae the same information regarding VON. -:+. 


has worked closely with him for the pa 
and dealings with him have been most satisfactory. She said Dre VON NEUMANN 
has conducted himself in a manner above reproach and that she had poeerecers 
no reason to question his ae dca loyalty, or associations. 


NEIGHBORHOOD 


26 Westcott Road : , co ao ee Te 
Princeton, New Jersey | © = fee. 1? S _ a 
ae ee 2:0: that the. - 
VON NEUMANNs resided at the above_li address at the time she moved into ——. 
this neighborhood approxinately San co She said she is not closely .- 
associated with them, explaining that nearly everyone residing on Westcott. 
Road is connected with Princeton University and that most of the social. 


contacts made by them are with eee ae Sssociates: oe the 
aah lad : 2 


2 Bae, 


insofar as “she ‘mows’ th e “YON ‘NEUMANNa = ” io 
entoy a Tine Sanutation in the Princeton, NeJo, area aid she co me 
felt she did not know them well enough to be in a posi¥ion to recommend VON 
NEUMANN for a position of trust, however, she said that she has never heard | 
anything that would made her question his loyalty to this country; she’. == 
further stated that she did not believe the VON NEUMANNs were closely associated 
with anyone in the immediate neighborhood as most of their social contacts ~°--*. 
were with people connected with the Institute for peveuces hee oer | 
New Jerseye 


ry 


x 
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The following persons residing in this neighborhood, who 
have each known the VON NEUMANN family for the past two y furnished 
substantially the same aye oene bien Tegarcane. them ag did 
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bic that 


Dre JOHN VON 
bw cerning 
Commission. Big = 


personnel files of 
was recommended to 
inceton University. investigative reports con= 

have been pee furnished to — Atomic oe. 
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Branch Atomic Energy Commission, 70 Columbus Avenue, New York. - 
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the o hat the employee is one of the most violently anti-Russians he knows. 


inted out that nothing has ever come to his attention reflecting 
adversely on the employee from the standpoint of characte 


r, loyalty or associates 
adding that he believes VON NEUMANN _ loyal American, . ee. : ne 


ne 


Provessionally acquainted with the employee since 
He pointed out that he has had very little social contact with the - 
bD mployee, therfore little concerning VON NEUMANN's ideological beliefs, 


owever, that he considers VON NEUMANN’a loyal American, 
and a person of unimpeachable character and associates in that he has never had 
information to the contrary come to his attentions 9.0. Oe 
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nection with 
occasion duri 
that his contacts wi 


i re ; fess ones ~ 
adding that nothing reflecting adversely on the employee'g character, loyalty, or 


associates has come to his attention. He pointed out that DR, VON NEUMANN has 
& reputation in the highest order in his various Scientific fields, © 0: 4. 


oe os. = advised © 
that although his division has a Consultant subcontract with VON NEUMANN, the- 
contract responsibilities have been fulfilled or perfarmed entirely t 


Bloyee's office at Princeton, New Jersey and not at the K-25 Plant. 
Stated that it has been several years since he has seen the employee in oe ee 
Ridge, adding that he does not know VON NEUMANN personally therefore can furnish »)0.. 
no information about him from the standpoint of character, loyalty or associates, |. 
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advised that he first met. | Pe 
about. 1t he has worked rather closely with VON NEUMANN OS 
his position as consultant since that time. He further advised: that inasmuch : 
as VON NEUMANN is administratively assigned as & consultant to the ‘Theoretical : 
Physics Division he has worked very closely with him whenever his services See 
have been utilized by the Laboratory. He explained that Dr. VON NEUMANN usually - 
spends a total of three or four weeks a year at Los Alamos, but has in the past . 
performed considerable other work at his normal location of Pr niversity - 
and under various contracts with the University of a res 
advised that he has been a fairly close social acquaintance of the ‘employee and - 

his wife during a like period of time, and that. ‘they visit in each other' 8 hones. 
whenever convenient. He did not indicate, however, that he considered, the | a 7 
= oe to be particularly anu ime: idateg of he= OF. hie berber 
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- that. in ‘his ‘ooinien Dr. VON ‘NEUMANN ‘and’ hie wife are 
inaiviaua s of unimpeachable character, and are entirely loyal to the United a 
States and the democratic form of government. He has never known either of 

hem to entertain any sympathy for any foreign government or type of government. 

So far as he knows, the VON NEUMANNS do not have any close relative or parti- 
cular contact still residing in continental Europe. He added that the employee _. 
and his wife have at various times appeared to be quite "disturbed" about the - 
threat of communism or communist domination in both Europe and the United —< -. 
States. He stated that they nave Pack: appeared _ to be completely opposed to = - 
any such political philosophy. a ee Fe eos _ ee NEEL y ate 


i that the one oo) ciectie, ‘thet ‘he has known VON 
NEUMANN to be affiliated with is the American mathematical society which he. 


has served as president. He stated that other than himself, the VON NEUMANNS - ; 
y associated with 
at Los Alamos, and that to Owledge their: .-*-— 
social acquaintances at Princeton University have been limited to their FEOr i 
| ‘fessional collegues. : "iii Usaha Oude led of plan Adi AER Seen oe asePS eS 


LTE, 34 


3 ; informed that he’ ‘is “cognizant of the fact ‘that. ‘TSRAEL © 
; HALPERIN, @ reputed Soviet espionage agent, was at one time a ‘etudent of - 
JOHN VON NEUMANN, but stated that VON NEUMANN has never indicated to hin ae area 
that he had any ‘particularly close contact with HALPERIN, or that such » hae 
gocecetoraer sespa nds a \ norms Professor=: -student relationship. ae concluded ase, 
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4 
that he considers VON NEUMANN to be thoroughly trustworthy in regard to confi- 
dential information, and that he would give him his highest recommendation for 
any position of trust. 


recalls that he first met Dr. VON NE 


that he was attending a scientific conference in England sometime in 


but that his contact with him there was very limited, and he has become much. 
better acquainted with him through a working relationship at_ Los Alamos and en 
Princeton University between 194) and the present. He has had only a limited —. 
amount of social contact with him and is not acquainted with any of his relatives. 
except his wife. He stated that Dr. VON NEUMANN and his wife are people of un- . 
impeachable character, and that he has never had any reason to question their © 
loyalty to the United States or the democratic form of government in any respect. — 
He advised that they are both very intelligent individuals but that he has never. 


_known them to express more than a normal interest in political ideology or |. 


political questions. He has only known VON NEUMANN to be affiliated with a 
fessional organizations, and furthermore has only sale him to iereern eee ies 


wa 


| RB: poietea out ‘that VON NEUMANN a the actual ae: | 
tor of mun classified data and confidential information relative to experimental 
weapons, but stated that to the best of his knowledge and belief VON NEUMANN has 
always been very careful in the handling and protection of such class - 
formation, In this connection, he pointed out that VON NEUMANN cn lio 
involved in an incident at Los Alamos, New Mexico, in August, 1953 which might 
be considered a procedural security violation, but stated that he does not 


consider that VON NEUMANN was actually resp r this matter in any way. _ 
In describing the incident, he stated that a 


Division of Resear AEC, Washington, D. C., and ee 
Laboratory, arrived at Los unday in the = 
orepart of August, 1953, upon very short prior “pany haere omre gy ee 


desired to obta ons of Dr. VON NEUMANN and relative to a 
matter in whic 48 vitally concerned at that time. They explained” 
however, that sould only spend a matter of a few hours at Los Alanos 
and that it had not been possible to furnish the AEC Security Officials at Los- 
Alamos sufficient data for them to furnish the appropriate clearance 
for admission to the restricted or working areas at Los Alamos. 


that there was no quest in the mind of either Dr. VON NEUMANN or Bue | 
that were actually cleared for apy informtion in. wate ets 
connection the AEC program, but that VON NEUMANN did yoicezan objection to” 


discussing any such information on the Sunday at The Lodge, a public hotel at Pree 
Los Alamos, and outside of the guarded or restricted areas where all confi 
or classified work is normally performed. advised, however, | that 
and VON NEUMANN eventually acquiesced and did enter into a 3 ee 
a matter in & room at dge because of the desires o andhis).. "=> 
insistence that ould not remain at Los Alamos until the following _ - 
Monday. tated, however, that this discussion was commenced over the 


8 he has known the VON NEUMANNS to be.very ‘friendly with 


citizens. se 2 : ee 7 a on ad oe : -t ee 


ro. ee _ that. he oe éaly 3 now VON NEUMANN to te 
very careful and conscientious in the protection of any possibly classified’: 
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object of Dr. VON NEUMANN, who appeared fully cognizant of the fact that such 


@ discussion should not have gagen commenced outside of an appropriately =. 
guarded or restricted area. or VON NEUMANN .- . 
discussed their work or anything that was being done at’ AMOS, and that” oe 


“fT actually, in his opinion, the data which were discussed ae not of a highly 


classified nature.. He added that he is quite certain that VON NEUMANN has 
never made a practice of discussing any possibly classified information dn 
hotel -rooms or public places, and that he is normally very discreet and -- 
careful in his conversations. He concluded that in his opinion VON [NEUMANN 


erm be compete trusted with confidential bat Ss er 7 at 


od . 


| : advised t e has known and worked ee 
with VON NEUMANN to a considerable extent betwee nd the present. He ~~: 
has also had considerable:mcial contact with VON NEUMANN and his wife, and 


nd attended a Scientific Congress with them at Constantinople a --* °°” 
ew days later. At the conclusion of the Congress he returned to Athens with 


j maith scone that he met YVONNE NEUMANN in Athens, Greece, in the Fall-:’. 


‘them, but YVONNE NEUMANN then went on to Rome and he did not have any further’ =~ 


contact with them during that trip. He stated that neither during this trip, — 
nor at any other time, has he ever known either Dr. or Mrs. VON NEUMANN to ~ 
indicate that they presently have any close relative or particular contact 

at any place in continental Europe. He is cognizant of the fact that Mrs. 

VON NEUMANN has a sister residing in England, but is not acquainted with her 
in any way. . | | 


tated that both VON NEUMANE and his wife are reac 
duals of unimpeachable character, and that they are absolutely loyal to the | 
United States and the democratic form of government. He added that he is 

sure that both Dr. and Mrs. VON NEUMANN are “definitely anti-communist" in 
their political philosophy or 4deology. He has known VON NEUMANN to be an 
active member of the American Mathematical Society, and the American Physical .. 
Society, but has never known him to be affiliated with any other organization, 
He advised that the close associates of Dr. VAN NEUMANN appeared to be limited :. 
almost entirely to individuals with whom they have professional ‘connections 
and that at Los Alamos be bas known them tens ola associate wit 


both members of the faculty there. He -™ Be 
Si nee. individuals - to Ate ag oes aud ‘reputable | 


indicated that he considers @ . 
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information, and that he considers him to be entirely trustworthy with such | 
information. 
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Wa -..:.-: that he has worked with or for VON NEUMANN during occasional 
shor riods betwe nd the present, but that he has had only very casual 
outside or social cofitact with him. He stated that Dr. VON NEUMANN is a very 


capable and responsible individual of good character, and that he has never had» 
any reason to question the loyalty of either he or his wife to the United States 


- ics or the democratic form of government. He further advised that to the best OF iad 


:. Dr. VON NEUMANN canbe entirely trusted with confidential informetion. 


his knowledge néither Mr. or Mrs. VON NEUMANN have any current contacts or .-: 
relatives outside of the United States, and that they only associate with the” . 


most reputable individuals. He concluded that to the best of his kmowledge ~ 


advised that they have known 
Dr. VAN NEUMANN and his wife since about They have worked with the 
VON NEUMANNS at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Princeton University, and Los Alamos, 
New Mexico, on several occasions since that time. They have also been quite 
Close social friends and have frequently visited in each Other's home. They -- 
- do not believe that either Dr. VON NEUMANN or his wife has any close relative. 

presently residing outside of the United States except one sister and et least 


one nephew of Mrs. VON NEUMANN who presently reside in England. They advised _ 


_ . that Mrs. VON NEUMANN has indicated that she and her husband are acquainted with 


:. +, - him to be entirely 


a@ few individuals that they believe to be still residing in Hungary, but that 
she has never indicated that they have lad any recent contact with such individuals 


csi ineseteleteiieceateiaes NEUMANN and his wife are en- 
tirely lo Oo the United States and the democratic form of government, and 


that they are more pronounced in*“their statements indicating such loyalty — 
than the average citizen. They further advised that to the best of their _ | 
knowledge all of the relatives of employee and his wife residing in the United 
states are very respectable people and are.loyal to the United States. They 
have known VON NEUMANN as a former president of the American Mathematical 
Society and to be affiliated with the American Physical Society, but they 


have never known either VO 8 wife to be affiliated with any _ 
other organization. tated that to the best of their 
knowledge all associates of VON NEUMANN and his wife have been entirely re- 


sponsible and loyal individuals. At Los Alamos the ve known the VON 
to m sociate with 
They concluded that VON NEUMANN has always appeared to be . 

very security conscious in regard to confidential information, and they consider | 


trustworthy.“ pe 
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wife to Los Alamos, they have only resided at the eee and never been furnished 
any type of private residential accommodations. 
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advised that records, 
of thet office do not reflect that. the employee has ever been furnished any 
type of private residential quarters at Los Alamos. . She advised that to the | 
best of her knowledge, VON NEUMANN and his wife have male ote resided at The - 
Lodge during oe eecessone visits ie Los Alamos. : 


Sat 
ee ort. F 


ee 


each advised that he has known VON NEUM 
his w as occasional residents at The Lodge during short periods of (iis 
over the last five or six years. Each stated that they have always conducted 
themselves in a very respectable manner and appear to be entirely responsible © 
individuals. Each stated that he has never had any reason to question the “hago 
loyalty of VON NEUMANN or his wife in any respect, and that nae ade oppear: 
to associate with the very "top" scientists | at Los Rica a 


vised that he first met Dr. VON NEUMANN during a trip he made 
and tha s had considerable contact with him in the 
nited States since about He explained, however, that within that period 
they have usually been affiliated with different Universities and his contact 
with VON NEUMANN has been only intermittent and somewhat limited to social 
visits whenever possible. He indicated, however, that he and his wife consider 
themselves to be rather intimate friends of teria Fg ed toe a aera 


a WE... tlet Dr. VON NEUMANN and his wife. are “dnaiviauals of Re 2 
unimpeachable character and habits and that Dr. VON NEUMANN is a world renowned ~ 
and respected mathematician. He stated that since he and his wife became” 
naturalized citizens of this country, there has never been any question about 
their complete loyalty to the United States and the democratic form of govern= 
ment. He further advised that to his knowledge, Mrs. VON NEUMANN has one: os 
sister presently residing in England, but they do not have any other relatives 
or particularly close contacts.outside of the United States. | es 
known Dr. VON NEUMANN as a very active | member of the American ical © 

. Society and the American Physical Society but has never known either he or his .. 
wife to be affiliated with any other organization. He also stated that in ean 
opinion, both Dr. VON NEUMANN and his wife are "extremely | conservative’ in their: 
political ideology and philosophy and they have hever been, ‘sffilieted with any: 
POSED aucsbrenetTS organization.- oe aan oe ee a 
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In regard to the associates of Dr. and Mrs. VON NEUMANN ~ 


be 
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stated that they have only. associated with very reputeble, loyal citizens 

who are eminent figures in various scientific fields. ée advised that he 

has frequently observed a professor of economics name 
Lqc to visit in employee's home at n University, and in cated that 

to the best of his knowledge, S an entirely respectable and _ 

loyal individual. He concluded that he definitely believes that Dr. VON =*>* 
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Office Memorandum «+ ontrep STATES GOVERNMENT 


 f MR Ae He BELM 


: MR. Re Re. ROA 


supyecr: DR. JOHN VON NEUMANN 


ie OO eo 


a“ 


Reference is made to my memorandum_to you dated 
April 11, 1955, advising that Liaison Aer <3 contacted | 
Dre Von Neumann on April 8, 1955, and erplavne him the 
—Bureau'e-responsibilities and jurisdiction under the Atomic 
Energy Act. At that time, Dre Yon Neumann indicated that he 


would like to make a tour of the Bureau's facilities. 


On April 11, 1955, Dre Yon Neumann advise hat 
he would like to come over to the Bureau on April 12, 1955, to 
see the Bureau's facilities. Dre Von Neumann came to the Bureau 
at 11:20 A.M., on April 12, 1955, and was taken on a tour by 
Tour Leader pe Liaison Agent QM In view ofa 

: prtor comnitment at 345 P.Me, Dre Von Neumann was unable to 
spend as much time as he would have liked. He saw some of the 


Laboratory facilities and asked a number of questions about the 
Bureau's operations. 


When leaving, Dre Von Neumann expressed his appreciation 
for the time given him and stated he desired to come over again 
when he had more time as he would like to complete the tour of 
the Bureau's facilities. 


ACTION: 


None.e This is submitted for your information. 


1 - Mr. Belmont 

1 - Tour Room 

l - Lia; Section 
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_. By Warren Unna 
7 Bease Reporter 


jergy Commission. of Dr. John 
‘von Neumann, Princeton Insti- 
tute _ for. Advanced Studies 
‘Mathematician. Soa . 

At the same time, the Com. 


over von Neumann’s associa- 


have helped delay yesterday’s 
hearing until 4% months after 
his nomination by President 
i Eisenhower, last October 24, 

' Under questioning by Sen. 
| Albert Gore (D-Te n.), von Neu- 
mann said he counted among 
this academic friends Canadian 
i Professor’ J. L., Halperin of 
1 Queens University, Hamilton, 
Ontario, and Professor W. J. 
Alexander, of Princeton. - 

He said he had joined other 
academicians in sending ‘a tele- 
igrarh to Canada’s Prime Minis- 
jter ‘protesting Halperin’s inno- 
cence when Halperin was in- 
|dicted in the 1946 ‘Canadian 
jatomic sppy trials. 

i He- said Halperin subse- 
quently had been “acquitted” | 
by the Royal Canadian Com-: 
mission, promoted to a full pro- 
fessorship and elected to the 
Royal Society of Canada, so 
he felt his opinion had been 
“corroborated” in official chan-. 
nels... 0 200 SEES 

“My opinions have been vio-' 
lently opposed to Marixism ever: 
Since I can remember. How- 
ever, in that particular case J 
felt an obligation to a man 
Whose opinions differ from 
mine, and in a large case, just 

because they differ from mine,” 
t = Neumann told the Commit- 
gie€e.. a ae ae 
1° Subsequently, yon Neuman; 
jadded, Halperin told him -he, 
: Ria naan ee een a4 4 
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mittee indicated its concern! 


tions and Hungarian origin may] 


ALL bye 0-19 


Mr. Tolson 


Mr. Mok 


Mr. Hollon 
Miss Gand | 
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anid 2 
Cemmunis} “absolutely” $ 
not have access to secret 
atomic information. | 
The mathematician told Sen. 
John O. Pastore (D-R. I.) he 
was “absolutely confident” his 
|Hungarian origin would have 
jno effect on his AEC decisions. 
He said he fled Hungary in 
janticipation of its joining the 
Axis in World War II, became 
‘a United States citizen in 1937 
jand neither he nor ‘his wife 
Jhad any relatives closer than 
cousins left in Europe. 
| Von Neumann made no apol- 
jogies for his support last year 
of Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer 
during the lengthy AEC hear- 
ing which labeled the famed 
‘nuclear physicist a security 
irisk and ineligible to continue 
‘aS a Government consultant. 
He said he did not believe 
|Oppenheimer a “security risk,” 
but that the decision had been 
made by “honest, intelligent 
men” and “it would not be in 
the public interest” to reopen 
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